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HALE A S A F . 1905-1938
BURSA
Undated
OU on canvas, 60x42cm
This picture by Hale Asaf is a view from a window in her house in Bursa. An open and harmonious 
composition is produced by the white-washed houses with their closed windows and red-tiled roofs, 
the minaret rising up above them and the mountains behind. In this picture, in which only the roofs of 
the houses are visible. Hale Asaf portrays the situation of the city, its layout and life styje, and its 
world outlook. At that time Bursa was characterized by a close-knit urban system consisting of 
wooden houses set amidst green vegetation and harbouring a family life completely shut off from the 
outside world.
Hale Asaf was the daughter of Salih Bey, one of the appeal judges during the reign of Sultan 
Abdlilhamid, and the niece of Mihri MLisvik. Her grandfather was Asaf Pasha, one of Abdlilhamid's 
aides-de-camp. She began her education with an English teacher and went on to complete it at the 
Notre Dame de Sion Lycée. She began her study of painting in Germany and went on to Rome in 
1922, returning at one point to the School of Fine Arts for Girls. In 1925 she went to France on a 
scholarship from the Ministry of Education. Hale Asaf returned to Istanbul in 1928 after some time 
spent studying painting in France. In the same year she was appointed teacher of French in the 
Necatibey Vocational School for Girls in Bursa.
For an artist who had spent a large part of her life in Germany and France it was very difficult to 
adjust to Bursa's very conservative outlook. Her slim, elegant build, her manner of dress, her 
appearance and even her speech were completely as alien to the reactionary atmosphere of the 
Bursa of that period. On one occasion, while trying to paint in the Çorapçilar Market, she was so 
disturbed by the crowds that pressed around her that she fainted in sheer terror. For a woman to go 
out into the street and start painting was something quite incomprehensible in a society completely 
ignorant of the very existence of the art of painting. Hale Asaf was obliged to cut herself off 
completely from her environment and adopt a life of complete seclusion. Her Bursa period was a time 
of nervous strain in which she desperately sought to solve the problems posed by her passion for
painting and her loneliness. ======== -----------
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